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DeLisa Guerrier and Kay Unger Inducted to Enterprising Women Hall of
Fame

RALEIGH, N.C., December 28– Monica Smiley, CEO and publisher
of Enterprising Women magazine inducted two outstanding women business
leaders into the Enterprising Women Hall of Fame. DeLisa Guerrier, Managing
Partner at Guerrier Development and creator of Nashville-bound Storyville
Gardens, and Kay Unger, renowned fashion designer, entrepreneur and
philanthropist. The announcement took place at the 19th Annual Enterprising
Women of the Year Awards Celebration & Conference held at the Wyndham
Grand Clearwater Beach.
“DeLisa Guerrier and Kay Unger are extraordinary innovators, business leaders
and philanthropists who show us what is possible for Enterprising Women to
accomplish. It is our great honor to induct each of them into our Hall of Fame
and recognize how profoundly and positively they are impacting the lives of
others,” said Smiley.
Unger has been one of America’s most popular designers for First Ladies,
anchorwomen, businesswomen and bridal parties. Her Foundation is dedicated
to making a difference for underserved children talented in the arts.
Guerrier is the youngest ever Hall of Fame inductee, and is herself an
accomplished real estate executive, entrepreneur and philanthropist.
About each exemplary woman:
DeLisa Guerrier: She is the CEO, founder and majority stakeholder in Storyville
Gardens Theme Park, which is breaking ground next year on a $300-million
theme park. Expected to open the first phase in 2025, Storyville Gardens is a $1
billion project that is expected to create 2,260 jobs in the construction space and
over 1,700 jobs in the park. The idea of the theme park came to her in 2017
when she became aware of alarming literacy statistics in Tennessee and
nationwide. She wanted to bridge the gap and make reading and learning fun for
children.
Guerrier is one of few Black women in the state licensed as a general contractor
for commercial, residential and industrial development. She prides herself on
being on job sites and overseeing every aspect of each development the
company undertakes.
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She guides Guerrier Development’s vision for communities as well as driving its
social mission to invest in emerging neighborhoods. She is an active member of
Nashville’s philanthropic community, focusing on the needs of children.
DeLisa is also the driving force behind the company’s entry into the hospitality
vertical and has forged global partnerships at the executive level across the
world.
A graduate of historic Tennessee State University and a native of Northern
California, she entered the real estate market in Nashville shortly after the 2008
crash and immediately turned her attention to the entrepreneurial side of the
field.
Married to Elde Guerrier and the mother of three, she and Elde are making plans
to build a hospital in his native Haiti. They regularly donate medical supplies to
the country, which has been hard-hit by earthquakes.
Another passion is helping Nashville area churches, many of whom are deeply in
debt but have a lot of land. She has found ways to purchase the land to help
them get out of debt. She has also donated thousands of new coats to children
through “Operation Bundle Up,” a partnership she established with the YMCA.
To learn more about DeLisa, visit https://www.guerrierdevelopment.com/delisaguerrier/. For more information on Storyville Gardens, visit
StoryvilleGardens.com.
Kay Unger: After graduating from Parsons School of Design, Kay Unger
entered the fashion world in 1968 as a design assistant to Geoffrey Beene. Two
years later, she founded her own dress firm, Unger – the first of several
successful global fashion companies she both founded and managed, including
The Gillian Group, A.J. Bari, Kay Unger New York, Kay J’s Pajamas and
Phoebe Couture. In 2012, she formed Kay Unger Design as a means of
focusing her boundless energy on unique design projects that benefit from her
creative and leadership skills. She continues to consult for both design related
companies and nonprofit organizations. She is currently in collaboration with
Line in the Sand, a protective and active waterwear brand where 100% of the
profits go to ocean and cancer organizations.
Unger serves as Trustee of The New School and Chair Emerita of Parsons
School of Design, her alma mater. She has been a member of the Parsons
School of Design Board of Governors since 2006 where she enthusiastically
served as Chairman from 2013 to 2020.
Unger’s commitment to philanthropy began at an early age with her involvement
in the Epstein Fine Arts Fund, formed in honor of her brother, Stephen Julius,
who passed away in early childhood. In 2010, she founded her own foundation,
The Kay Unger Family Foundation, where she now serves as chief executive

3
officer. With its mission of “venture philanthropy,” The Kay Unger Family
Foundation continues her family’s legacy of supporting underserved youth
talented in the arts and providing them with the tools they need to make a
difference. The Kay Unger Family Foundation also supports already existing
foundations for cancer care and research. She is also Co-Chair of Fashion for
the Front Lines, a New York City based task force that was created in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic with the singular goal to secure personal protective
equipment (PPE) for the medical workers on the front lines.
Unger currently serves on the Board of Directors for The New York Stem Cell
Foundation (NYSCF), the Advisory Board for Retailers United and the Advisory
Council for The Philip Johnson Glass House. She is actively involved as a
project champion to the Promise Project, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
helping underserved children with learning disabilities get the support they need
to learn. She is a longtime board member of The New East End
Chapter/Jeanne Kaye League, the New York City based volunteer fundraising
group for the City of Hope. Additional service activities and honors include
President of Fashion Group International, member of the Council of Fashion
Designers of America, founding member of C200, first woman on The Boys and
Girls Club of America’s Board of Directors and recipient of the City of Hope
Cancer Hospital Spirit of Life Award.
Born and raised in Chicago, Unger has lived in New York throughout her
career; she currently lives in SoHo with her longtime partner, David Rubin. She
has two sons and six grandchildren. https://www.kayungerdesign.com/aboutkay
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EnterprisingWomen
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ewmagazine
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/enterprisingwomen/
LinkedIn company page for anyone that supports and identifies as a woman
entrepreneur: https://www.linkedin.com/company/enterprising-women-magazine/
LinkedIn group (for women entrepreneurs and their supporters to join and engage with
one another): https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4470189/
LinkedIn group for award winners (for winners only so they can connect and engage with
each other): https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4944775/
ABOUT ENTERPRISING WOMEN MAGAZINE:
Enterprising Women, with headquarters in Cary, North Carolina, is the nation’s only
women-owned magazine published exclusively for women business owners that
chronicles the growing political, economic and social influence and power of
entrepreneurial women. The magazine provides a friendly meeting place, a public forum
and a national stage for the critical issues confronting women’s businesses and daily
lives from the unique perspectives and experiences of entrepreneurial women.
Published in both print and digital editions, the online edition of the magazine reaches
one million readers in 185 countries. For more information, please visit
https://enterprisingwomen.com or call (919) 362-1551.

